READING TIPS

Ref: ast/CP/0273-1213

You already know that you are your child’s first
and most important teacher! But....did you
know that you can be the powerful force in your
child becoming a skillful reader? Studies show
that whether your child is already a reader, or is
a struggling or reluctant reader, your encour-
agement and time spent with your child will
help him achieve more success! Families are
central in how well students do every day at
EMS. Below are some suggestions on how you
can support reading at home!

READ TO THEM! The most important thing you
can do for your child is to read to them regular-
ly! Read things that you are both interested in
and things for just pure fun. Take time to talk
about what you have just read — perhaps what
you found funny, what you didn’t expect, or
what it reminded you of. Talk about what
different words mean, both in English and in
your mother tongue.

LISTEN TO THEM READ! Sit down with your son
or daughter on a regular basis and listen to
them read a book they are interested in. Talk to
them about their reading level and please make
sure the book is at the reading level EMS has
tested them at. Talk to them about their goals
of moving steadily up to the next level!

REWARD THEM! Take your child to a books
store and encourage them to buy a book at
their level that looks interesting and fun to
them. Reward them with another trip to the
store to select another book once they’ve fin-
ished this one! All children love to have their
own private libraries which they will cherish for
years to come!

READ ALOUD! Read aloud to your child in your
mother tongue. It is all right if the book is
slightly difficult for your child, as you are doing
the reading and you can explain difficult words
or new ideas along the way!

ZERO ELECTRONICS TIME! Turn the TV and in-
ternet devices off at least once a week for 30
minutes! Read together as a family. After-
wards, discuss what everyone has been reading.

. Create a family “word wal

FOR PARENTS OF MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS

-(READING TOGETHER

. Encourage your child to read alone for at least 15

minutes before going to sleep each night.

IH

on a bulletin board or
the refrigerator. Share new words that you come
across in your reading and chat about what they
mean during meal times.

. Tell your child that it is OK to write in their books!

Learning to use a highlighter, use post-it notes,
underline, and writing questions in the margins
are excellent life-long learner strategies that help
engage your child in the text. These behaviours
help them to make meaning of the text and en-
sure that they are doing more than just reading
the words on the page.

. When your child is assigned reading, try to read

the same book at the same time so you can have
meaningful discussions about the story. If your
child is struggling with the assigned reading, sit
down together and take turns reading one para-
graph at a time, checking frequently for under-
standing by asking questions along the way!

. Get your child’s friends involved in reading to-

gether. Meet monthly to talk about the chosen
book and get some perspectives from other
friends. This turns reading into a fun social activi-

ty!

. Read and discuss newspaper and magazine arti-

cles together. An article beside the morning
breakfast bowl can provide a welcome break
from the usual, routine conversations! It can be
educational for them....and fun for all of you!
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