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Calendar Dates:

October

* From 2nd October -
Cambridge Progress Tests in

English, Maths, Science

* From 5th October - Cambridge

IGCSE re-take exams

e 17th - 18th October QLC

Conference (MUN)

e 19th October - ESLR

Day: Ethical Individual

» 26th October - Mid-term
reports published on the

parent portal.

| write this just as we draw to the close of the second of term. In many ways we have had
a wonderful start to the year. New teachers and students have settled well, and everyone
appreciates the work that has been done over the summer. It is now our responsibility to

look after the environment so that it as attractive and welcoming in six months’ time.

Last month | mentioned that our theme this year is building community. The most

obvious representation of the school as a community is the uniform. As such, it is
essential that students arrive to school in correct uniform and wear it properly. This shows
respect for the school and a sense that a student wants to be part of the community. So
far, in general, students have been attending school in the correct uniform and wearing it
properly. Long may this continue.

The same is true for punctuality to school. Arrival to school on time is essential if a student
is to gain the full benefit of education at EMS. Those who are consistently late miss
important learning time. For instance, there are already students who have been late to
school 50% of the time. If that continues throughout the year then substantial learning
time is lost and consequences in line with school policies may be imposed. Indeed, the
Ministry of Education and higher education states that any student who misses 36 days of
the school year may be asked to repeat the year. Again, getting to school on time shows a
commitment to the school and a desire to be part of the community.

Another way of building community is by improving communication. | would like to thank
all the parents who attended the Year 12 and Year 7 to 11 curriculum evenings. Itis
always a pleasure for us to meet parents to share what is being studied during the
academic year.

Since the last newsletter, | am proud to welcome the following new members of the
teaching team:

Ms. Gloria Okwuosah has joined the Maths department. She was previously teaching in
the Upper Primary division here. Gloria is from Nigeria and enjoys reading a good book
and watching fantasy movies. Interesting fact - she writes songs.

Mr. Milorad Susilovic (Mr. Mike) has joined the ICT department. He is from UK and is a
Reading FC fan. His hobbies are photography and travel. He has visited 106 countries in
the world. Interesting fact: he has been to Transnistria and Abkhazia.

Ms.Faten Haidar is from Lebanon and teaches Physics. Her favorite hobbies are watching
movies and reading. Interesting fact - her favourite quote is: “Nothing is absolute,
everything is relative.”

Mr. Kareem Abdel-Rahim has joined us as an intern. He is from Chicago, lllinois,
USA. His interests are volleyball, camping and reading/writing. Interesting fact: he has
lived in 5 different countries.
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Counselor’s Corner

Welcome to a new year at English Modern School. It has been great having our students
back and eager to learn. As students move up academically, the work becomes more
challenging and it is important to have systems in place to deal with these challenges.
As you know, the counselors are here to help guide students in the areas of: Academic,
Personal Social and Career.

In order to help our families and students be successful, we would like to share a few
strategies to implement at home:

-Talk to your child about their day. This helps students reflect on their studies while
helping you as parent understand any challenges they may face.

-Set goals and expectations for the year. Students work best when they know what is
expected of them. Goals should be both short term (passing this week’s science
assessment) and long term goals (achieving a “B” on the Chemistry IGCSE exam). Be
sure to reward their accomplishments and revisit goals when needed.

-Set up a dedicated place and routine for completing homework. Students need
structure. Knowing when and where they are expected to complete tasks helps them
stay organized. After a long day at school, students need a break. Set up a schedule that
includes an hour of rest before starting their homework.

-Review your child’s homework. Students are more likely to complete their
assignments when they know that their parents are involved with their education. Set
this expectation in the beginning and it will become a habit.

-Encourage your child to persevere. All students will face challenges this year.
Whether it is a teacher they don't like, a subject that is too hard or not getting along with
a peer. By avoiding the situation, we create an environment where giving up is easy. It
is important to encourage your child to face and overcome their difficulties.
Perseverance helps students build character, self-esteem and a sense of achievement.

Please feel free to contact your child’s counselor if you have any questions or concerns
about your child’s progress. Wishing you all a great school year.

Ms. Tori (Years 7-9)
ms.counselor@emsdoha.net

Ms. Kamilah (Years 10-12)
hs.counselor@emsdoha.net

Useful Information:

The school website has a great deal of information for parents of secondary school
children.

On the About Us drop down menu you will find a page on school hours.

On the Our School drop down menu you will find a page on school uniform.

On the Program tab there is a section for the secondary school that includes general
introductions from the Assistant Principal and Head of Year 12/ Head Counsellor. There
is also a google site that is divided into subject areas where each teacher informs you
about curriculum, assessment and the work being covered by each section.

On the Parents tab you will find the parent portal - which will have information from the
school such as latest iISAMS messages and the mid - term report. Please contact me if
you are unable to access the portal. It also has the most up-to-date version of the
parent/student handbook.
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